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 Newsletter  
 No. 2   December  2010  

 
 

ñA G em of a  Museum ò: w eôve f inally arrived!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Opening times:  

Weds, Thurs, Fri  

12:00 ï 17:00  

Saturday  

11:00 ï 17:00  

(last entry at 16:00 )  

  

Admission :  

£2.50 adult  

£2.00 senior citizen  

Under -16s free  

( if accompanied  

by an adult )  

£10.00 Annual Ticket  

£8.00 Annual Ticket  

(Senior Citizens)  

Group bookings, room  

bookings and  guided  

tour s available on request .  

 

A New Museum for Havering in the H eart of Romford Town Centre  
 

It seems incredible to think that this time last year parts of Havering Museum  still resembled a 

building site. When the  first museum newsletter was printed in June  2010 , Havering Museum had 

only been officially  open to the public for a matter of weeks. Now we a re a fully operational 

heritage institution, with two staff members, a team of over  40 volunteers and  a lively 

programme of arts, learning and social activiti es aimed at a wide cross -section of the local 

population . From ghost talks to local history talks, from art workshops to poetry readings, from 

reminiscence to card -making, we really do try to offer something for everyone. We are also 

involved with a number  of heritage projects and heritage and culture organisations in the Borough 

as well as initiating and managing our own ñI Heart Historyò project (see report on page 5). Even 

in wintry weather conditions  (above)  we honour our advertised opening hours , thank s to the 

dedication of our front of house volunteer s! If you havenôt already visited the museum, please pop 
in soon. It would be a pity  to overlook the ñgem of a museumò on your doorstep.  

TRY SOMETHING NEW IN 2011 :  see p age 5 for details  of upcoming arts  activities  
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Havering Museum  is an 
independent local history museum  

supported by a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Havering Museum Website is  
www.haveringmuseum.org.uk   
We are also on Facebook and Twitter.  

 

     
 

 
Collections Update   
 

Havering Museum has limited space to 

take in new objects but we do continue 

to collect objects relating to the 

Boroughôs history. Recent acquisitions 

include a collection relating to the Ray 

family (from Romford); a babyôs 

wicker crib, used by three generations 

of a Havering family; and a pair of 

football boots worn in 1952 by a player 

for the Old Romfordians. Over the next 

year, the existing displays will be 

changed to give some objects a rest and 

some newer objects will be brought out 

of storage and placed on show. In the 

meantime, donôt forget that the Roman 

Ring will be returning to the British 

Museum in February 2011. Make time 

to view this National Treasure in a 

local setting over the Christmas period 

when the museum will be open 

Wednesday to Friday as usual: we are 

closing only for Christmas Day and 

New Yearôs Day.  
 

 
 
 

Reminiscence at the Museum   
 

Havering Museumôs friendly Reminiscence Group 

meets on Fridays from 2pm to 4pm to share 

memories and photos over a cup of tea or coffee 

and biscuits. The programme for January to 

April has now been finalised. Copies are 

available at the museum and on our website. 

Highlights include Remembering Romford 

Brewery (28 th  January), Courtship & Getting 

Married (11 th  February),  Havering Characters 

(25 th  March) and Stories of RAF Hornchurch (8 th  

April). For those wh o enjoy a fr iendly argument,  

Housewives and Breadwinners (18 th  March) 

promises to be a lively session  as we look back 

over the changing roles of men and women in 

the second half of the 20 th  century.   

Admission is free with museum entrance ticket 

(a 50p  donation to cov er the costs of 

refreshments is invited).  Why not join us in 

2011? Come alone or  bring a friend!  

 

 
 

 
 

The Games We Used to Play: reminiscence at the 
museum in November 2011  
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Our v isitor s saidé 
 
ñIôm impressed. Itôs almost too good 

for Romford!ò 
 
ñExcellent! Brought back many happy 

memories of the 1940s and 50s.ò 
 

ñLong overdue and worth waiting for.ò 
 
ñVery interesting. I learned lots and it 

made me feel very nostalgic even 
though I was only born in 1974.ò 

 
ñSlick and stylish. A real trip down 
óMemory Laneôò 

 
ñAt last, a centre of excellence to 

preserve our history and inform the 
present and future generations.ò  
 

ñAbsolutely excellent. So glad I came!ò  
 

ñMy second visit - brought my fri end. I 
love the enthusiasm of your staff. Will 
be back soon.ò 

 
ñWonderful. Staff excellent!!ò 

 
ñBeautifully displayed. Fascinating to 

see how places used to be.ò 
 
ñOne of the best local museums I have 

ever visited.ò 
 

 

Volunteer Focus: Training  
      
Havering Museum  has more than 40 enthusiastic  

volunteers , provid ing  assist ance with many  

aspect s of  museum work , including exhibitions 

planning and front of house. To support their 

activities, all volunteers undertake in -house 

induction training  which provides an introduction 

to museum work (with a p articular focus on the 

history and aims of Havering Museum). 

Volunteers are also encouraged to  attend training 

courses run by outside or ganisations such as the 

London Museums Hub . Volunteer Ally McMurdo 

co-ordinates the training for Havering Museumôs 

volun teers. Allyôs latest training report revealed 

that this autumn more than 20 volunteers 

received external training in a variety of topics, 

including using archives for research , first aid and 

pest control.  Most have found their training very 

rewarding, as t his report from Friday front of 

house team member Chris ñKesò Cole shows:  

 

ñToday (24 th  November) I was on the half day 

Objects Handling  course  at the SOAS Brunei 

gallery  in central London . There were nine 

attendees and these came from several museums 

(mo stly as interns )  and from such countries as 

Germany, Brazil,  Japan, Italy and the UK. Two 

attendees were fully qualified archaeologists and 

one an Egyptologist so I felt a little out of place ; 

until I found that I was able to answer 80% of th e 

questions th at were put to us! T his handling 

course was  short  but it provided a v ital 

introduction to the basics and I wish to pass on 

praise for both th e course and its organis ers. Next 

steps? A course in  conservation and r estoration  

please !ò 

 

      

  

 

 
 

 

4 th  February: Roneo Day at Havering M useum  
 
There are plans afoot to mark  the  contribution of Roneo  

Vickers Ltd  to Romford life wi th  a specially -commissioned  

artwork. The artwork will be inspired by the ideas and 

memories of local people. To kick start the process , Havering 

Museum is holding a day of a rt and reminiscence aimed at all 

those w ho remember the Roneo Works . Did you or a friend or  

family member have a job at the Works  during the 20 th  

century? Did you do business with Roneo Vickers Ltd? If so, 

please come along and share your memorie s, knowledge and 
photographs on Friday 4 th  February 2011  from 11am .   
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Havering Hedgehogs   
Our Saturday Kids ô Club (pictured 

below) has gone from strength to 

strength since the first meeting on 9th 

October w hen a select group of three 

children explored shops and shopping 

in the galleries. We now have sixteen 

members who take part in arts  and 

learning  activities  every Saturday 

during term - time from 12 to 1pm, as 

well as enjoying a twice -yearly 

newsletter and p riority notification of 

family fun sessions ; a nd  all for just £10 

a year membership !  The Hedgehogs 

return from their Christmas hibernation 

on 15 th  January. To join the club, visit 

our website or complete a form at the 

museum.  

 

 

 
Coming Soon: December Dig  
Wednesday 29th December  

12noon to 4pm  

Ages 4 a nd up  

Explore the wo rld of archaeology  at an  

indoo r dig this December.  

Activities include:  

¶ Arts and crafts  

¶ Exploring real artefacts  

¶ Using test excavation pits  

¶ Handling dig equipment   

Admission:  £3 per ticket  

All welcome  but p re - book ing  is 

advised  as space s are limited . 

Famous at Havering Museum  
 

Yvette Parish couldnôt believe it when she was 

told by a friend that she appeared in a 

photograph on display in Havering Museum. 

On 27 th  November, Yvette called in at the 

museum to see for herself if this was true . 

Museum staff captured Yvetteôs pleasure  on 

camera (below) as she realised that her friend 

had not been pulling her leg . S he really was  

up on the wall beside the entrance to the main 

gallery , featured in a montage of pictures of 

Havering life . Next time y ou visit the museum, 

look out for Yvette ( runner number 330, 

warming up to take part in a fun run at 

Raphael Park in 2009 ) . You might find some 

other familiar faces among our displays too!  

 

    
 

  
 Coming Soon:  

Archaeology for Young People  
Are you aged 13 to 18? Are you interested in 

archaeology? In 2011, Havering Museum is 

running a course offering hands -on training in 

archaeology for young people. Sessions take 

place each month on a Saturday  at 11am , and 

include introductions to survey and artefact 

wor k. The course starts on 29 th  January 2011 

and costs £20 for all 12 sessions. To book your  

place  on the course , contact the museum on 

08452 707 737 or pop in during opening hours.   

 

Project E  continues to meet on Saturday s at 2pm . It is FREE  to attend.  
If  youôre aged between 16 and 20  and wish to gain practical experience of heritage, 

exhibition or project work in a museum setting, come along and join our friendly group . 
On 15 th  January 2011, Project E is holding  an ñIntroduction to Oral History I nterviewi ng  

Techniquesò skills session from 2pm to 4pm . All welcome.    
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Coming Soon : Adults  
 

Card Making  Monthly   
Learn old - fashioned craft techniques in 

an unusual museum setting  in 2011!  

Monthly card -making sessions take 

place  on the last Wednesday of each 

month , start ing  on Wednesday 26 th  

January. Each session run from 2pm to 

4pm and costs £5 (£4 seniors).  

Ticket p rice includes all materials, 

tuition , entrance to the museum and a 

hot drink.  Arrive early to enjoy a 

wander round the galleries beforehand.  

 

Art Workshops  
Wednesdays 2pm to 4pm  

£20 (£15 seniors) for six sessions  

2nd  February to 16 th  March (note that 

there will be a half - term break on 23 rd  

February)   

Use the museum collections to inspire a 

sketch or an acrylic or oil painting. A 

local artist  will be on hand each week 

to of fer expert guidance as well as 

advice on materials.  The sessions are 

aimed at a ll abilities.  
 
 

 

 

ñI Heart History ò Project:  

an update  from the Project Intern  
 

Asked to write 180 words about how "I Heart History" 

was progressing for the museum newsletter, my first 

thought was "How?!" In 1 80 words, it would be 

impossible to describe the dedication of the project 

volunteers, the positive audience feedback to the six 

lunchtime lectures or the enthusiasm with which 

dozens of  young artists have been designing futuristic 

museums for display  (see  photo below) . 180 words 

wouldnôt even cover the Heritage Happening which 

launched the project way back in October: music in 

the galleries, costumed volunteers, food, drink, art 

workshops and a fascinating Q&A with the men and 

women involved in setting up Havering Museum. 

Pages would be needed to describe the project! So I 

will just use my 180 words to thank: Heritage Lottery 

Fund for supporting the project; the project 

volunteers for their  help in documenting the story of 

Havering Museum for future generat ions; the 

museum's early friends and supporters for agreeing 

to be interviewed as part of the project; and 

everybody who has submitted an "I Heart History" 

postcard tellin g us why they "heart" history. Please 

take part in the project survey by completing a  

postcard at the museum before February 2011. Your 

words may be immortalised in  displays to mark the 

museum's first birthday next year. Thank you!  

Laura Turnage  

 ñI Heart Historyò Project Intern 

 

P.S. On Friday 21 st  January, a special reminiscence 

session takes place at the museum to capture 

peopleôs memories of museum trip s and  visits . Do 

you h ave fond or funny memories of museum s 

to share?  If so, please join us from 2pm .   
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Exhibition New s from the 
Havering Museum Curator  
 
Look out in the New Year for an 

exhibition by the Queenôs Theatre as part 

of the Heritage Lottery Funded project  

óDown the River and Up the Roadô. 

The project takes its title from  a 

community play written by Dave Ross 

and Gerry Sweeney, first performed in 

2000 and revived in 2010. The  play 

follows the fortunes of  two East End lads , 

from their  post -war childhood s to the 

industrial strife of the 1970s. The óDown 

the River and Up the Roadô project aims 

to  record local people ôs memories of 

Post -war life .  Excerpts of these 

recordings along with written transcripts 

and display panels will be displayed  at 

Havering Museum from 8 th  January for 

three weeks.  

  

In other exhibitions news, a series of 

display s by Havering Numismatic 

Society  will start on 2 nd  February 2011. 

Society members are  keen to share their  

unusual collections of coins , tokens and 

medals  with a wider  audience.   

 

If youôre interested in World War One, 

poetry  or local history , you probably 

already know that the  Art ist s Rifle s  

Corps  was based in Romford during 

World War One. Poet Wilfred Owen and 

the artists Alfred Leete and Paul Nash a ll 

attended th e Artists Riflesô training 

camps at Gidea Hall, Hare Hall and 

Balgores before being sent o ff with new 

regiments to figh t on the front line. I am 

currently work ing  with a research team 

of volunteers to produce an exhibition on 

this fascinating subject for next autumn.  

 

I f you would like to find out more  about 

exhibitions or collections at Havering 

Museum,  please contact me :  

curator@haveringmuseum.org.uk  

I wish you a happy and prosperous 2011 . 

 

Elizabeth Neathey  

Curator  

 

 

News from  the Friends  
 
The Friends of Havering Museum support the work of 

the m useum whilst also prov iding enjoyable activities 

for members. We always welcome new members and 

new ideas, so if you would like to join us, pick up a 

form from the Museum. For more details please 

telephone Pamela (01708 749119) or e -mail Marian:   

fohmmembers@googlemail.com  

 

Members have taken part in various visits and 

activities during the last few months. Trips  to Hylands 

House at Chelmsford and Valence House in 

Dagenham were particular highlights . The annual 

fund - raising quiz in October was a lively affair  which 

put the skills  and knowledge of the teams to the test.  

In November , a  second -hand book sale took place at 

Havering M useum; the aim is for this to become a 

regular Romford event for local book lovers. T he 

Friendsô year was rounded off in historic style with a 

Christmas get - together in The Golden Lion.  Plans for 

next year include visits to Rainham Hall, Eastbury 

Manor House, Barnard's Farm, Blake Hall and a trip 

to Brighton.  Why not join us?   

 

Maisieôs Fund 

 
Past Mayor  Maisie Whitelock recently hired the 

museumôs e xhibition space for her 80th b irthday party . 

Instead of giving presents , guests were invited  to make 

a donation to  Maisieôs Fund (set up to raise money for 

Havering Museum). This photo graph captured the 

moment Ma isie handed £285  to Ian Wilkes ( Chair of 

Havering Museum )  to buy  tables and chairs to use for 

childrenôs activity sessions at the museum.  
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